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1. Introduction 

The Rainwater Harvesting Tour & Water Fair was held on the weekend of March 21 - 22, 2015, 
coinciding with International World Water Day (March 22, 2015). 

The purpose of the weekend events was to raise public awareness of the importance of 
preserving a reliable water supply, both for drinking and irrigation, and to foster a renewed 
water ethic of water conservation on the island. Since conserving and protecting our water may 
seem to be a difficult or cumbersome task to some, one of the goals was to demonstrate the 
many things, both small and large, that people can do to become part of the solution. 

2. Rainwater Harvesting Tour 

All of the freshwater on Salt Spring Island relies on rainfall to recharge the lakes, streams and 
groundwater. Community concerns over limits to supply, water quality and the likely effects of 
climate change have prompted more attention on rainwater as a supplementary source for 
residents and businesses on the island for both irrigation and potable use.  

Rainwater harvesting is the practice of collecting 
rainwater for beneficial use. Usually this refers to 
collection of rainwater from a rooftop and storing it in 
tanks and cisterns for later use in or near the point of 
collection. The use of rain barrels is a simple form of 
rainwater harvesting, although larger storage systems are 
required to serve most purposes.  

In the Gulf Islands, where reliable surface water or 
groundwater supplies are not always available, several 
homes and businesses rely on rainwater harvesting as 
their only source of water. Rainwater harvesting is 
emerging as one of many sustainable development 

strategies to reduce the ecological impacts of development. 

On Saturday, March 21, people were invited to take the “Every Drop Counts Rainwater 
Harvesting Tour” of eight residential properties on Salt Spring Island. This was an opportunity 
for an inside look at how neighbours are harvesting water! A map of the locations was available 
for downloading. Guided tours of each system were given by the home owner. See Appendix A. 

The tour offered a wide selection of rainwater harvesting options, from a modest yet effective 
200-litre garden system to a monumental 50,000-litre installation. The table of information 
provided to attendees on the back of the map was found to be useful, particularly since nobody 
tried to do the full tour.  

Tour hosts would like to repeat the tour again next year but noted that attendance is limited for 
locations distant from Ganges. They also tried to adhere to half hour limit for tours but often 
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there were many waiting for the next tour. Participants were very interested in implementing 
some of the systems to deal with increasing water rates, especially by North SS Waterworks and 
Fernwood/Highlands Water Districts. They appreciated how simple it can be to install a 
domestic system without the need for costly rainwater collection equipment. 

3. Water Fair Program  

3.1 Booths  

Information, demonstrations and products were exhibited at a number of booths by the 
following agencies, organisations and businesses: 

 SSI Water Council 

 SSI Water Protection Authority 

 SSI Water Preservations Society 

 Cusheon Lake Stewardship 

 SSI Water Education & Learners 

 SSI Conservancy 

 Georgia Strait Alliance 

 Transition Salt Spring 

 Ganges Harbour Restoration 

 North Salt Spring Waterworks District 

 Water Preservation Society 

 SSI Water Council 

 SSI Watershed Protection Authority 

 Slegg Lumber 

 Windsor Plywood 

 Saltspring Water Co. 

 Seven Ravens Permaculture Institute 

 Gulf Islands Rainwater Harvesting & Irrigation 

 Coast Alive Recreational and Ecological Services 

3.2 Workshops 

The workshop schedule and presentation topics are summarized in Appendix B. Invitations to 
deliver a Water Fair workshop went out in mid-January to all potential presenters suggested by 
the committee. Each of the invitees agreed to give a workshop. Between mid-January and mid-
March, via bimonthly emails, topics were clarified and a schedule was arranged. Three of five 
presenters took advantage of the offer to set up a booth at no cost.  

On the day of the Fair, all presenters brought a flash drive and arrived early enough to load 
their presentations onto one computer. The PA system (mic, speakers) loaned to us by the Film 
Festival was essential given the substantial noise level in the workshop room. Floor-to-ceiling 
black curtains at the back effectively created a ‘workshop room’ in the open space. We opted to 
project on the wall using a projector loaned to use by Water preservation Society (WPS). Each 
talk was 15-20 minutes with 10 minutes for questions and this pace felt right. 
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Presenters were well prepared. Chris Drake’s keynote talk was 
well received, and the room filled during his talk. Following 
Chris’s talk, Matt Nowell gave a detailed overview of irrigation 
systems. After a 1-hour lunch break, Linda Gilkeson’s talk about 
low-water strategies for the veggie garden was well-attended. 
Tim Pringle followed with an overview of water management 
projects underway by the Partnership for Water Sustainability 
in BC. The last presentation, Michael Nickel’s talk on his Seven 
Raven’s permaculture education program in Africa, was very well attended and about two 
dozen participants joined Michael’s field demonstration of swale-building and tree-planting.  

3.3 Entertainment 

Nomi Lyonns was the Emcee for the Water Fair. She welcomed the crowd, introduced other 
mainstage entertainers and announced the workshops. Nomi sang two songs about water and 
caring for our fragile ecosystem.  

Naomi Jason and Lesley Smith were dancers who performed with Suzanne Gay and Ananda 
Sinclair (musicians). They performed an original piece written by Ms. Gay about the last river on 
earth that was both uplifting and haunting. It was largely instrumental, and there was little 
vocalized.  

Kim Tebbutt introduced the dance, and invoked a water blessing with the help of three children 
who were water fairies, and from the dancers also.  

3.4 KidZone Lineup: 

In order to engage children, a number of water related activities 
were set up in the KidZone including:  

 Poetry wall on which children could write their own water 
poetry. 

 Colouring table with water-themed activity book pages, 
designed by local Children’s Book Illustrator, Aidan Cassie for the “Salt Spring Island 
Activity Book” (Little Red Schoolhouse publication), reprinted with permission.  

 Elizabeth Buchanan (a local author, storyteller, and educator), 
told and acted out a water-themed story inside of the salmon for 
children and adults.  

 Dancing in costume and singalong with the Ta Daa Lady & Stumpy 
the Puppet. 

 Interactive storytelling inside a 25-foot inflated nylon salmon. 

 Face painting station. 

3.5 Food 

Lunch, coffee, water, and local bites were provided throughout the day by Hips and Haws, 
Ethos, Wendy’s Coffee stand (Café Ole) and Salt Spring Water Co. 

http://ssiwatercouncil.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/tickle-horn.jpg
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4. Participation 

More than 200 participants took part in the Rainwater 
Harvesting Tour and more than 250 people attended the 
Water Fair. The workshops were popular with up to 40 
people at each session.  

Positive comments were received from many 
participants and suggestions received for next year’s 
Fair. Appendix C summarises the responses.  

5. Promotion and Media coverage of the event 

The weekend event was advertised on posters, websites (including Facebook and the Salt 
Spring Hop), notices and articles in the Gulf Islands Driftwood and the Salt Spring Exchange. The 
local Country Grocer store kindly stuffed our flyers into grocery bags the week before the 
event. See Appendix D. Notices were also sent to email lists, including all of the school 
newsletters. 

6. Recommendations and lessons learned for future events 

6.1 Water Tour 

There was positive feedback regarding the map and descriptive information on the reverse, 
which allowed attendees to choose the most relevant homes to visit. The majority of attendees 
did not go to all locations, so it was great to have eight to choose from. The format seemed to 
work well and we recommend a repeat next year. 

6.2 Booths 

The content of booths was appropriate; we could have 
more booths next year. It was useful to offer booths to 
the workshop presenters. The floor plan worked for the 
booths and booth staff seemed quite pleased. Setting up 
the day before was very helpful to ensure that 
everything was ready for the fair.  

Other retailers are interested for next year, including 
plant retailers promoting xeriscaping, drought tolerant 
plants and how to water plants. There could have been more watersheds maps. 

Meet with the Chamber of Commerce and the SSI Economic Development Commission early 
next year to promote the event and build energy sooner. 
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The hands-on swale-building demo was a great addition. Next year we could have short Do It 
Yourself demos by the retailers and service providers: more tradeshow style; more outdoor 
experiences in workshops; more reaching beyond the “choir” (i.e. those who already have 
knowledge and skills in water conservation). 

6.3 Volunteers 

Besides the hardworking and tireless organizing committee, volunteers were very helpful 
distributing posters in advance, helping with set up and take down, and during the Water Fair 
itself. Greeters were beneficial to help visitors get started. We could have used more people for 
set up. It was suggested that the committee consider hiring some young people to help with set 
up and take down. 

6.4 Entertainment 

Nomi was an effective emcee. Next year we need to script/schedule the emcee a little bit more 
effectively, with better timing (Angela Brown was called up 10 minutes early which threw her 
off). We need to have every workshop announced twice. Nomi’s two songs appealed more to 
the adults in the crowd. 

The space in front of the stage was not conducive to the dancing by Naomi Jason and Lesley 
Smith. The energy was a bit different and it added for some, but perhaps not for all attendees.  

Angela Brown (Ta Daa Lady) offered great content. The giant salmon was a draw for children 
and adults alike. For the parades, the volume was not workable and she used the main space, 
which encroached on people at the booths. To improve, if Angela is invited back, it would be 
most appropriate to have the parade occur out-of-doors without the loudspeaker. Angela also 
performed at the main stage for the full crowd; she was a success with the young crowd and 
some of the parents. The location of the show on the floor in front of the main stage detracted 
from the booths which were immediately adjacent, and volume-wise it detracted from the 
entire central booth area. Next year, performances should be separated in terms of acoustics 
from the tradeshow booths. 

Elizabeth Buchanan (a local author, storyteller, and educator) was a great success. 

The energy generated by Kim Tebbutt’s water blessing was different compared with the emcee 
and other performances, and might have been off-putting for some attendees, but was 
welcomed by some. It was very reverent and included interaction with the audience by 
touching water drops to foreheads in the crowd. This element could be more welcomed if the 
setting were not in the middle of the tradeshow for next Water Fair. 

6.5 Food 

The quality was good and the price points reasonable. Food vendors expressed feeling good 
about it (sales and otherwise), but there was not enough business for a stand-alone coffee 
vendor. The sit down area for food did not work as planned, nor did the compost and recycling 
bins. Next year, ask the food vendors to offer beverages and food that people can easily walk 
around with. 
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6.6 Workshops 

There was some difficulty getting the audio visual equipment working properly. Next year there 
should be a volunteer A/V tech lined up.  

A lot of interest was expressed and congratulations on the diversity and the setup. Workshops 
had great turnouts. The only real negative was the noise level in the building; next year the 
workshops should be in a separate room. 

Workshop topic suggestions for next year: septic field maintenance; government, not-for-profit, 
NGO programs implementing water conservation programs; hydrology of SML. 

6.7 Facility 

Having two days for setup went well. The biggest issue was the acoustics in the building. Next 
year consider renting the upstairs of the Farmers Institute and look into other facilities such as 
the high school or the Community Gospel Chapel.  

7. Conclusions 

For a first Water Fair & Tour weekend, it was a success all round. Attendance was good and the 
feedback was generally very positive. The only concerns expressed were the noise level near 
the workshop presentations and the intrusion of a dress-up parade in the booth area. 

It achieved the objective of raising awareness of water issues, demonstrating water 
conservation and rainwater harvesting equipment and promoting water efficient irrigation 
methods. In particular, the range of booths was good and the expert workshops proved very 
popular. 

The message was delivered in a family friendly atmosphere with music, storytelling, poetry and 
dancing for both adults and children.  

With lessons learned from this event, a second annual Water Fair & Tour should certainly be 
held next year. 
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Every Drop Counts Rainwater Harvesting Tour

www.ssiwatercouncil.com    |    www.ssiwatersheds.ca

Saturday, March 21 

Noon - 4:00 PM
Tours start every half hour, first  

one at noon, last one at 3:30 pm.

Tour rainwater collection systems from the north end 
to the south end, small to large, simple to high tech.  
See page 2 for details on each stop.

WATER FAIR
Sunday, March 22

10 am - 3 pm
at the Farmers Institiute

RETAIL & COMMUNITY 
BOOTHS, WORKSHOPS, 

ENTERTAINMENT and FOOD

Visit our website for details



Your Hosts: How long: Capacity: Used for: Other water: Roof type:

1
Bruce 

248 Suneagle Drive

5 years 50,000 litres / 
13,000 gal.

All household  
uses including 

drinking

Well water 
used for 
garden

Steel

The house is at the end of a shared driveway off a cul-du-sac on Sun Eagle. Additional parking at 246 
Sun Eagle or on the cul-du-sac.

2
John

1374 North Beach Rd

17 years 32,000 litres / 
7,000 gal.

Irrigation and 
all indoor uses 

except drinking

Bottled water Asphalt 
shingles

Parking on North Beach  is not recommended. There is room for three or four cars in the driveway.

3
Sharon & Gary 

308 Maliview Drive

10 years 2,000 litres / 
445 gal.

Irrigation and 
chores

Highland 
Fernwood 

Water District

Metal

Additional parking across the street at 309 Maliview Drive.

4
Chris

121 Mansell Road

12 years 68,200 litres / 
15, 000 gal.

Irrigation Cedar Lane 
Water District

Metal

First house on the right, off Robinson Road.  Park on street.  Bambi gate—pull cord downward on 
left side.  The property is sloped, which may be difficult for unsteady walkers.

5
Jane

122 Mansell Road

20 years 227,300 litres 
/ 50,000 gal.

Irrigation & 
commercial 
greenhouse

Cedar Lane 
Water District

Double poly 
& asphalt 
shingles

Limited parking, park on the road.

6
Chorus Frog Farm

255 Rainbow Road

1 year 200 litres / 50 
gal.

Farm stand 
watering

North SS

Water District

Corrugated 
plastic

Across from the pool.

7
Maggie

132 Caprice Heights

2 years 6,500 litres / 
1,718 gal.

Irrigation Well water Metal & 
glass

Park at end of Caprice Heights and walk (it’s uphill), or turn right off of Caprice Heights onto shared 
driveway; I’m the second driveway on the left; the driveway is steep; there is space for 7 vehicles.

8
Stefan & Tracy

Ruby Alton Nature 
Reserve

10 years 27,200 litres / 
6,000 gal.

All household 
uses

No well, no 
piped water

Asphalt 
shingles

661 Isabella Point Rd

This is a self guided tour on March 21, 2015
You may visit any or all of these homes in any order. Homeowners have agreed to offer guided tours of their 
rainwater harvesting systems on the hour and half hour starting at noon. If you arrive between tour times 
feel free to join a tour in progress or wait for the next tour. 

Please note: This is an outdoor tour only. Please respect your hosts’ property. 
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APPENDIX B: Workshop Schedule and Presentation Topics 

 
10:30 am: Sweet water: Promoting ecosystem vitality and resilience in a changing world. 

Introduction to the marvelous world of the water molecule and the role of water in 
world climate; brief explanation of expected shifts in water availability in the 
Southern Gulf Islands as a result of climate change; plus, controlling invasive plants, 
promoting native plants, and planting to reduce wildfire risk. Presented by: Chris 
Drake. 

11:00 am: Designing Irrigation Systems for SSI Homes & Gardens. Design for efficiency; water 
budget and scheduling; water saving Solutions/Retro-fitting inefficient systems. 
Presented by: Matt Nowell. 

11:30 am: How to Grow More Food Using Less Water. Mulching; just the right amount of 
water in the veggie garden and orchard; optimizing irrigation; food plants on a low 
water budget. Presented by: Linda Gilkeson. 

1:00 pm: Partnership for Water Sustainability in BC: What We Do. The Partnership aims to 
achieve water sustainability in BC through recognition of individual water values, 
water choices, and water behaviours, and by inspiring and supporting groups to 
work towards a future without water shortages. Presented by: Tim Pringle. 

1:30 pm: The Art of Swale Construction & Practice of Permaculture. Video overview of 
project spreading the practice of permaculture in East Africa; outdoor 
demonstration of swale construction- a permaculture technique for increasing 
garden and farm productivity. Presented by: Michael Nickels. 
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APPENDIX C: Survey of Participants 

This survey was available for participants to complete upon exiting the Fair. 

 Water Fair Comment Form 

 Strongly 
agree 

Agree Neutral Disagree 

The Fair met my expectations for a range of 
learning experiences 

5 11 1  

The Workshop content and presenters were 
suited to this event: 

6 9 1  

The retail and educational booths were suited to 
this event. I learned something: 

8 9   

The performances and kids area met my 
expectations: 

7 4 2  

 

Comments and suggestions for next year’s Fair: 

More of the same please 

Too noisy--too bad. Entertainment should be in another room away from displays 

Place is too loud! 

Noise factor a bit of an issue but otherwise, great job! 

Separation of kid and presentation area - noise factor 

More hands-on DYI rainwater systems. Loved the tour! 

Lectures are interesting, but I could not hear very well because I was distracted by the 
overall noise in the building 

Run it again! 

Make all paperwork and brochures available online 

Great food! 
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APPENDIX D: Media notices and articles 
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